
All Saints and Souls!
During the month of November we 
celebrate the feast of All Saints 
(November 1) and All Souls 
(November 2). On All Saints Day we 
recognize and honour all of the 
saints in heaven, those we know and 
those that are not known to us. We 
can ask our favourite saint to 
intercede for us when we pray for 
our intentions. 

On All Souls Day we remember all of 
our relatives and friends who have 
passed away. Some churches have a 
‘Book of Remembrance’ where we 
can write down the names of our 
loved ones who have gone before us. 
On this day we can pray for the 
repose of the 
souls of our 
friends and 
family as 
well as 
asking them 
to intercede 
on our 
behalf. 

November 29th marks the first 
Sunday of the Advent season where 
we begin to prepare our hearts and 
souls for the arrival of Jesus on 
Christmas Day. Perhaps during the 
early part of November we can 

begin to think of something we can 
do for Our Lord during the Advent 
season. 

Blessed Margaret of 
Lorraine
Margaret was born in 1463 
in France. She was from 
a family of privilege 
as her father was the 
duke of Lorraine. 
Sadly, her parents 
died when she was 
a young girl and she 
was sent to live with 
her grandfather. She 
had a good life there 
and eventually married 
at the age of twenty five. Her 
husband, Rene, was the duke of 
Alencon. Margaret and Rene were 
happily married and had three 
children within four years. Sadly, 
Rene died at a young age after four 
years of marriage. Margaret was 
left with three children and she 
was in charge of the territory of 
Alencon. She proved herself to be 
an excellent administrator of the 
region. She was particularly 
concerned with the spiritual 
welfare of her people. 
Consequently, she oversaw the 
building of churches, convents and 

hospitals. She nursed the sick, 
particularly the lepers and made 
sure the children attended school. 
She dealt harshly with greedy 
landlords.  

After she raised her children she 
retreated to Montagne and devoted 

herself quietly to the care of the 
poor and the sick. She became a 

Poor Clare nun and refused the 
position as head of the 
convent. She preferred to live 
humbly and simply while 
taking care of the sick. 

She died in the year 1521 at 
the age of 58. Blessed Margaret 

was a wonderful example of 
choosing service and humility over 
leading a life of comfort and 
pleasure, which she certainly could 
afford.  

   

We wish a happy 
feast day to all 
those who 
celebrate their 
Saint’s day in 
November.  We pray 
your patron saints 
watch over you and 
guide you as you strive 
to be good people like them.

DEDICATION OF THE 
BASILICAS OF SAINTS 

PETER AND PAUL 

The feast of the dedication of these two 
very special churches is on November 
18th. The two churches are Saint Peter’s 
in Rome and St. Paul’s, also in Rome.

Construction of St. Peter’s began in 323, 
over the tomb of the apostle, Peter.  A 
new church was begun in the year 
1506. It took 120 years to complete!

The 4th century church of Saint Paul 

Outside the Walls was destroyed by fire 
in 1823. It was rebuilt in 1823 and was 
financed by donations from all over the 
world.

Pope Francis is the bishop of these two 
churches.
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Did you know…

Both the Basilica of St. Peter and the 
Basilica of St. Paul were originally built 
by St. Constantine in the 4th century.  
Both the churches were built over the 
remains of the Saint they were named 
after.  



St. Frances Xavier 
Cabrini
St. Frances had a strong desire to 
become a nun from a young age but 
encountered obstacles of fulfilling 
this call due to her poor health.  She 
faithfully worked on her family’s 
Italian farm with her siblings for 
several years until she received a 
call from a priest who asked her to 
teach at a girls’ school. She taught 
there for 6 years. 

Afterward, her Bishop requested 
that she found the Missionary 
Sisters of the Sacred Heart with the 
apostolate of caring for poor 
children in schools and hospitals.  
This was truly the onset of her life’s 
work, because St. Frances Xavier 
Cabrini, eventually immigrated to 
the United States and founded 
several schools, hospitals, and 
orphanages that  served poor Italian 
immigrants more than anyone 
else.  Her spiritual gifts included 
administration and a deep trust in 
God, so it’s no surprise that St. 
Frances is the patroness of 
immigrants and has been invoked 
for almost one hundred years.  Her 
feast day is November 13.  

St. Margaret of  
Scotland

St. Margaret had a beautiful fairy tale 
start in life. She was an English 
princess who fled to Scotland after 
the conquest of England, King 
Malcom of Scotland welcomed both 
St. Margaret and her mother with 
warm open arms, eventually falling in 

love with and marrying Margaret.   

Once Queen, St. Margaret led 
incredible spiritual reform in the 
court and kingdom.  Known for her 
deep wisdom and purity, all the lords 
and ladies became refined and 
dignified in manners and virtue under 
her guidance.  Even King Malcom, 
who was already a kindly monarch, 
handled political affairs with more 
kindness and patience than he was 
previously known for.   

St. Margaret is quite an example for 

us today, even if we are not of regal 
heritage.  Her life reminds us of the 
importance of virtue and that wisdom 
is, indeed, the finest treasure for 
which to strive.  We can ask her 
intercession so that we may grow in 
wisdom and seek spiritual gifts above 

all.  Her feast day is November 16. 

PRAYER FOR THE INTERCESSION OF 
ST. MARGARET OF SCOTLAND

Merciful God, 
you gave the holy Queen 
Margaret of Scotland 

great love for the poor. 

Lend your ear to the 
intercessions of this holy woman 
and help us to live after her 

example so that your goodness 

and mercy becomes visible in 
today’s world. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever.  

Amen

Feast Days to Remember 
All Saints Day   

Nov 1
All Souls Day              

      Nov 2
Blessed Margaret of      Lorraine  

            
      Nov 6

St. Frances Xavier Cabrini              
      Nov 13

Dedication of the Basilicas of Saints Peter and Paul              
                       Nov 18

St. Margaret of Scotland             
      Nov 16

JUST FOR FUN
Down: 
1. Blessed Margaret of 
Lorraine became a nun of 
which convent when she 
was done raising her 
children? 
2. St. Frances Xavier 
Cabrini immigrated here 
and help found several 
schools, hospitals and 
orphanages. 
6. St. Francis Xavier 
Cabrini is patron saint of? 
7. St. Francis Xavier 
Cabrini worked here with 
her siblings before she 
started teaching. 
9. Who normally lives at 
the Basilica of St. Peter? 

Across: 
3. Which saint began the construction of the Basilicas of St. Peter and Paul? 
4. Saint Margaret of Scotland became this when she married. 
5. The day we remember the Saints who are in Heaven that don't have a specific saint day. 
8. Beginning of the Liturgical year? 
10. What destroyed the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the walls the first time? 
11. What is the book we write the names of family and friends who have passed away? 
12. St. Margaret of Scotland was known for her deep wisdom and ? 


