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HOMILY FOR DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY  
(Second Sunday of Easter: Year B) 

Fr George 

An unknown woman in a Nazi concentration camp in northern Germany 

during the II World War wrote a little prayer and pinned it to the dead body 

of a little girl there. The prayer goes like this: “Oh, Lord” she wrote, 

“remember not only the men and women of good will, but also those of ill 

will. But do not remember all the sufferings they have inflicted on us. 

Remember rather the fruits we have bought, thanks to this suffering: [the 

fruits of] our comradeship, our loyalty, our humility, our courage, our 

generosity; and the greatness of heart that has grown out of all of this. And 

when they come to judgment, let all the fruits we have borne be their 

forgiveness. Be merciful to them”. That note reminds us of what Jesus said 

from the cross: “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” 

Today is Divine Mercy Sunday and on this Sunday that Saint John Paul II 

dedicated to Divine Mercy twenty-one years ago, Jesus said to Saint 

Faustina: “I am love and mercy itself; there is no human misery that could 

measure up to my mercy” (Diary, 14 September 1937). Pope Francis has 

proclaimed that the “Name of God is Mercy.” Jesus made God visible by 

becoming man and showing us that the Father is always ready to shower us 

with mercy.  

What does "mercy" mean? To understand the meaning of mercy, it will help 

if we examine its etymology. Our English word, mercy, goes back to the 

Latin: misericordia, which is composed of two words. "Cordia" is familiar to 

us from such words as "cardiologist" and "cardiac." It means heart. The first 

part, "miseri" refers to suffering. Mercy, then, means to have a heart for 

those who suffer or, more precisely, to have a heart willing to suffer for 

others. In this sense today the world desperately seeks and is in need of 

God’s mercy. 

Last Sunday we celebrated the Lord’s resurrection; today we witness the 

resurrection of his disciple. It has already been a week, a week since the 

disciples had seen the Risen Lord, but in spite of this, they remained fearful, 

cringing behind “closed doors” (Jn 20:26), unable even to convince Thomas, 

the only one absent, of the resurrection. The readings for this Sunday are 

about God’s Mercy, the necessity for trusting Faith, and our need for God’s 
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forgiveness of our sins. The opening prayer addresses the Father as “God of 

Mercy.” In the Responsorial Psalm (Ps 118), we repeat several times, “Give 

thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy endures forever!” (Ps 

118:22-23). God revealed His mercy first and foremost by sending His only 

begotten Son Who, as “the stone rejected by the builders [which] has 

become the corner stone (Ps 118: 22),” became our Savior and Lord by his 

suffering, death and Resurrection. 

In today’s gospel from St. John, who was in the Upper Room with the other 

disciples on the evening of the first day after the Sabbath, tells us that Jesus 

came and stood among them, and said, "Peace be with you!" and he showed 

them his hands and his side (Jn 20:19-20); he showed them his wounds. On 

the eighth day Jesus came once again into the Upper Room and showed his 

wounds to Thomas, so that he could touch them as he had wished to, in 

order to believe and thus become himself a witness to the Resurrection. In 

those wounds, he touches with his hands God’s tender closeness. Thomas 

arrived late, but once he received mercy, he overtook the other disciples: he 

believed not only in the resurrection, but in the boundless love of God. And 

he makes the most simple and beautiful profession of faith: “My Lord and 

my God!” (v. 28). Here is the resurrection of the disciple: it is accomplished 

when his frail and wounded humanity enters into that of Jesus. There, every 

doubt is resolved; there, God becomes my God; there, we begin to accept 

ourselves and to love life as it is.  

To us also, on this Sunday which Saint John Paul II wished to dedicate to 

Divine Mercy, the Lord shows us, through the Gospel, his wounds. They are 

wounds of mercy. It is true: the wounds of Jesus are wounds of mercy. 

"With his stripes we are healed" (Is 53:5). Jesus invites us to behold these 

wounds, to touch them as Thomas did, to heal our lack of belief. Above all, 

he invites us to enter into the mystery of these wounds, which is the 

mystery of his merciful love. Through these wounds, as in a light-filled 

opening, we can see the entire mystery of Christ and of God: his Passion, his 

earthly life — filled with compassion for the weak and the sick.  

Saint Bernard, reflects precisely on the mystery of the Lord's wounds, using 

forceful and even bold expressions which we do well to repeat today. He 

says that "through these sacred wounds we can see the secret of [Christ's] 

heart, the great mystery of love, the sincerity of his mercy with which he 

visited us from on high". his wounded side is “proof” of God’s mercy, proof 

that his love for us is real. That is why we have that famous image from St. 



3 
 

Fr George – Divine Mercy 2021 

 

Faustina. That is why we have Divine Mercy Sunday. Because this wound in 

the side of Jesus — this wound in his side is the gateway to his heart! It is 

the gateway to his mercy and love! My brothers and sisters, the heart of 

Jesus is the heart of God. And it is a heart of mercy. It is the heart of God’s 

forgiveness and mercy. 

There is a book’s titled, “A Severe Mercy” By Sheldon Vanauken. I couldn’t 

help but think of it once again recently as I was reflecting upon the situation 

that we find ourselves in as we approach the Second Sunday of Easter, 

Divine Mercy Sunday. For most of us, I tend to think that this year’s 

celebration will feel more like a Severe Mercy Sunday given the many 

spiritual, social, economic and personal challenges that we face as a result of 

the coronavirus pandemic. God wants exactly from us what he wanted from 

St. Faustina in those difficult years leading up to World War II: greater trust! 

He wants us to trust in His divine mercy, to trust in His providential plan, 

and to trust in His unfailing goodness in the face of our sufferings. In her 

diary, St. Faustina wrote, “Suffering is a great grace; through suffering the 

soul becomes like the Savior” (No. 57).  

Addressing people worldwide, Pope Francis last year on Divine mercy 

Sunday said, “Let us not think only of our interests, our vested interests. 

Let us welcome this time of trial as an opportunity to prepare for our 

collective future. Because without an all-embracing vision, there will be no 

future for anyone. Let us show mercy to those who are most vulnerable; 

for only in this way will we build a new world.” 

Dear brothers and sisters, in the time of trial that we are presently 

undergoing, we too, like Thomas, with our fears and our doubts, have 

experienced our frailty. We need the Lord, who sees beyond that frailty an 

irrepressible beauty. With him we rediscover how precious we are even in 

our vulnerability. We discover that we are like beautiful crystals, fragile and 

at the same time precious. And if, like crystal, we are transparent before 

Him, His light – the light of mercy – will shine in us and through us in the 

world.  Amen 

 

https://osvnews.com/2020/03/12/the-church-and-coronavirus/

