
Summer is Here!
June is a very popular month for 
students because it heralds the end 
of the school year and the beginning 
of summer holidays.  

On June 20th we honour our beloved 
fathers on Father’s Day. Let us also 
honour our spiritual fathers here at 
St. Bonaventure, Father Colin and 
Father George. Perhaps we could 
make it a point of thanking God for 
their service to us! 

We also celebrate the feast of the 
Sacred Heart on June 11th and the 
feast of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary on June 12th. 

St. Ephrem
This saint was born in the year 306 
in Nisibis, which is in present day 
Turkey. The meaning of Ephrem’s 
name is ‘Doubly fruitful’. Ephrem 
was baptized at the age of 18 and he 
obviously took 
his faith very 
seriously, 
because he 
went on to 
become a 
deacon. 

In his role as a 
deacon, 
Ephrem began 
to compose 
hymns. In his 

hymns he sometimes refers to 
himself as a herdsman, to his bishop 
as the shepherd and to his 
community as a fold. It is important 
to note that Ephrem was the first 
person to include hymns in public 
worship, a practice that continues to 
this day. He is also credited with 
founding the School of Nisibis, which 
in later centuries, was the centre of 
learning of the Christian Church of 
the East. 

Ephrem eventually settled in Edessa 
due to the expulsion of Christians 
out of Nisibis. There he continued 
composing hymns and taught. 

In his sixties, Ephrem died of the 
plague as he ministered to its 
victims. 

His feast day is June 9th and in 1920 
he became a Doctor of the Church. 
He is the patron saint of spiritual 
directors and spiritual leaders. 

Blessed Madeleine 
Fontaine and Companions

Madeleine Fontaine was born at 
Etepagny, France in 1723. In 1748 
she became a Sister of Charity of St. 
Vincent de Paul.  
Eventually, Madeleine was anointed 
superior at the community convent 
in Arras, France in 1767. While 
there, she and three other sisters 
were arrested by French 
revolutionaries in 1794. Madeleine 

and her companions refused to take 
the Oath of Constitution and they 
were accused of counter-
revolutionary activities. 
Madeleine was tried by a tribunal in 
Cambrai and convicted. The other 
three sisters were convicted as 
accomplices. All four of them were 
then guillotined. Pope Benedict XV 
beatified them in 1920. 
In desperate times, radicalized 
individuals attack religious 
institutions and their social 
stability. Back then, the French 
revolutionaries were no exception. 
In the face of death, Madeleine and 
her companions would not deny the 
Church or their Faith. Like them we 
must learn unswerving fidelity to 
our beliefs and our Christian 
community.  
O God, the forces of desperation 
and death promote significant 
challenges for young people today. 
Through the intercession of Bl. 
Madeleine Fontaine and her 
Companions, may the fidelity of our 
youth be preserved. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord, Amen. 
                  *          *          * 
We wish a happy feast day to all 
those who celebrate their Saint’s 
day in June.  We pray your 
patron saints watch over you 
and guide you as you strive 
to be good people like them.

MOST SACRED HEART OF 
JESUS 

In the year 1673, Jesus appeared to a 
young nun, Sister Margaret Mary 
Alacoque, to receive the revelations of His 
Sacred Heart and to make these 
revelations known to our world which so 
desperately needs the warmth and fire of 
His passionate love.

This feast signifies the divine love that 
Jesus has for each and every one of us 
through the physical heart of Jesus. In 
1899, Pope Leo XII consecrated the world 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

The feast day is celebrated 19 days after 
the feast of Pentecost and is always 
celebrated on a Friday.

This year the feast of the Sacred Heart is 
celebrated on June 11th.
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Did you know…
Starting a devotion to the Sacred Heart 
is as easy as…saying this short prayer: 

“O Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place my 
trust in you.” 

Keeping an image of the Sacred Heart 
in your home, and having it blessed by 
a priest, is another great way to bring 
your own heart closer to the heart of 
Jesus.



St. William of Vercelli, 
Abbot

William of Vercelli was born of 
noble parents at Vercelli, Italy in 
1085. He was orphaned as an 
infant and raised by relatives. 

At the age of 14, William made a 
pilgrimage to Compostela in 
Spain. Later he spent two years as 
a hermit at Monte Solicoli, where 
he cured a blind man and then 
went to live as a hermit on Monte 
Virgiliano.  

At Monte Virgiliano, William 
attracted many disciples who 
eventually formed a community in 
1119, known as Hermits of Monte 
Vergine. The success of this 
community eventually led him to 
establish five other houses during 
his lifetime. He also served as 
advisor to King Roger I of Naples, 
before dying at Guglietto on June 
25, 1142. 

The idealism of youth 
is well served when it 
is guided through the 
Holy Spirit. Age is 
not a determining 
factor in mounting a 
deeply affective 
spirituality. Like St. 
William of Vercelli, 
young people 
especially should be 
given the 
opportunity to 
explore the Word of 
God in all its wonder 
and challenge. 

O God, You call all 
Your young people 
to holiness in life. 
Through the 
prayers of your 
servant  

St. William of 
Vercelli, help us to 
bring Your 
message of love 
and forgiveness 
into the world 
through good 
example and 
virtuous lives. 
This we ask 
through Christ 
our Lord, Amen. 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION TO THE SACRED HEART
Most sweet Jesus, redeemer of the 

human race, look down upon us, humbly 
prostrate before your altar. We are 
yours and yours we wish to be; but to 
be more surely united with you, behold 

each one of us freely consecrates 
himself today to your most sacred 

heart. Many, indeed, have never known 
you, many too, despising your precepts, 

have rejected you. Have mercy on 
them all, most merciful Jesus, and 
draw them to your sacred heart. Be 
you king, O Lord, not only of the 

faithful who have never forsaken you, 
but also of the prodigal children who 
have abandoned you; grant that they 
may quickly return to their father's 
house, lest they die of wretchedness 
and hunger. Be you king of those who 
are deceived by erroneous opinions, or 
whom discord keeps aloof, and call 

them back to the harbor of truth and 
unity of faith, so that soon there may 
be but one flock and one shepherd. Be 
you king also of all those who sit in the 
ancient superstition of the Gentiles, 

and refuse 
not you to deliver them out of darkness 

into the light and kingdom of God. 
Grant, O Lord, to your Church, 

assurance of freedom and immunity 
from harm; give peace and order to all 
nations, and make the earth resound 
from pole to pole with one cry: Praise 
to the divine heart that wrought our 
salvation; to it be glory and honour 

forever. Amen. 

– Pope Leo XIII

Feast Days to Remember 
St. Francois de Laval             

      May 6
St. Dominic Savio              

      May 6
Bl. Joan of Portugal             

      May 12
The Ascension of our Lord             

      May 13
Pentecost             May 23
Trinity Sunday             May 30

JUST FOR FUN
Across: 
1. His name means "doubly 
fruitful"? 
4. What week day is the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 
celebrated? 
9. Who is St. Ephrem patron 
of? 
10. How did St. Ephrem die? 
11. Who received the 
revelations of His Sacred 
Heart? 
12. St Ephrem was the first 
person to introduce these 
into public worship? 

Down: 
1. What feast day is 
celebrated 19 days after 
Pentecost? 
2. Who's Immaculate Heart 
do we celebrate in June? 
3. How did Blessed 
Madeleine Fontaine and 
Companions die? 
5. What happened to 
Blessed Madeleine Fontaine 
and Companions in 1794? 
6. Which Pope consecrated 
the world to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus? 
7. What ailment did St. 
William of Vercelli cure as a 
hermit? 
8.St. William of Vercelli was 
born of noble parents but 
was an? 


